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New Earthquake-Monitoring System Tracks Texas Tremors
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TexNet has set up 22 permanent seismic monitoring stations across the Lone Star State, including this one near
Van Horn in West Texas. (Texas Bureau of Economic Geology) iih
[

October 25,2017

AUSTIN, Texas - Many Texans think earthquakes are something they worry about out in California, but
Texas officials have just installed a seismic monitoring network to study the frequency and intensity of
earthquake activity across the state.
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The Texas Bureau of Economic Geology's TexNet project will pinpoint and analyze the increasing number of
tremors, which many believe are caused by oil and gas activity. Texas State Geologist Scott Tinker, director
of the bureau, said the need for a statewide network has grown rapidly in the past decade.

"When earthquakes started happening in places where they hadn't happened before," he said, "the
Legislature, industry and regulators and academics said, 'Hey, it'd be nice to get in front of these, potentially,
and get a network in place, and get some baselines set and study them.""

The system has 22 permanent stations and 40 mobile monitors that can be positioned in areas of high
activity. When an earthquake occurs in Texas, TexNet will report its strength and location, along with other
information. Tinker said Texas quakes, once rare, have increased from about one a year to more than 40

since 2010.

Scott Anderson, senior policy director for the Environmental Defense Fund, said many geologists suspect
waste oil injection and fracking at petroleum rigs are the reason for higher numbers of Texas quakes.

"This is also driven indirectly by the experience in Oklahoma, which has had a truly massive increase in
earthquakes in the last few years, most of which are believed to be induced by oil and gas activity," he said.

Compared with Oklahoma or California, which see hundreds of quakes a year - some at magnitude 5 or
stronger — the shakers in Texas are mostly just a nuisance, Tinker said.

"So, when you get an earthquake with a magnitude 2.5 or 3.0, which is still kind of relatively large for Texas,’
he said, "people wouldn't even quit reading the paper or having a cocktail in California."

He said TexNet, the only statewide seismic network in the country, will be studied by researchers at the
University of Texas-Austin, Southern Methodist University, Texas A&M and the Southwest Research
Institute. The public also can access seismic data and reports from the TexNet website,
beg.utexas.edu/texnet.

Mark Richardson, Public News Service - TX
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